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BETHANY 

IRS: Law on Charitable Donations  
You need a Bethany tithing number if you would 

like credit for your giving. If you don’t have a tithing 

number, please indicate this on an offering 

envelope. Include your name, address & phone 

number. Your envelopes with a tithing number will 

be available at the Welcome Center the following 

Sunday. 

The IRS says: “To deduct any charitable 

donation of money, a taxpayer must have a bank 

record or a written communication from the charity 

showing the name of the charity and the date and 

amount of the contribution.  A bank record 

includes canceled checks, bank or credit union 

statements and credit card statements.” 
For more information contact Marlene Bruder (Financial 

Secretary) or Bonnie Goetz (Church Treasurer.) 

Bethany has been established on the corner of 15 Mile Road 

and Beaconsfield for 60 years, and has a rich heritage that 

involves Christ followers who are devoted to seeking the 

will of God. We know it is no accident that we have been 

placed on this corner and we strive to reach out to our 

community with the love of Christ.  

19700 15 Mile Road 

Clinton Twp. Mi 48035 

586-791-1190 

connect2bethany.org 

Email: info@connect2bethany.org 

Office hours:  M & T  10am-4pm 

 W - F    9am-5pm 

Ministry to Military & College Students 
 Thank you for your continued 

support of those away from 

home. We plan to pack for 

December on Monday the 5th. If 

anyone would like to provide 

cookies for the two college 

students at Moody Bible, let us 

know and bring the cookies in on 

December 4th. Thanks to the 

GEMS who made cards that will 

encourage the military far away 

from home. Any questions see 

Gladys & Ron Buck. 

Men’s Lunch 
December 7th @ 11:30am 

Men, come enjoy some food 

and fellowship as we gather together at 

Scrambler’s Restaurant. Need more 

encouragement? We will be receiving a 20% 

discount courtesy of Scrambler’s, is located on 

Masonic east side of Gratiot. 

A soldiers note  

Lost & Found 

 
Please Check the table 

across from Gym for any lost 

items. If items are not 

claimed by December 18, 

they will be given a new 

home. 
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Events This Month 

 Dec  4 Communion AM 

 Dec  7 Men’s Luncheon 

 Dec  8 Single Seniors 

 Luncheon 

 Dec 10 GEMS & TrailLife 

 Event 

 Dec 11 Donut Sunday / Choir 

 Concert 

 Dec 14 PrimeTimers /Youth 

 Christmas Parties 

 Dec 24 Christmas Eve 

 Service 

 Dec 25 Christmas Service 

 Dec 31 SR High All-Day Event  
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Welcome! 

We are very thankful to 

have you with us. God 

has a plan and you 

being at Bethany is 

part of that. If you are 

a first-time guest 

please stop by the 

Welcome Center, and 

give us the opportunity 

to meet you!  Your 

presence is welcomed 

and we encourage you 

to join us again to 

discover the difference 

God can make in your 

life.  

Pastor Mark Reynolds 

Volume 5, Issue  12   DECEMBER  2016 

December Sermon Series 
Christmas, it seems to be all about the lights and decorations, the excitement 

in the air and the joy of the season.  However, if we strip away all the 

commercialism, it’s really about the celebration of Jesus’ birthday.  But even that 

doesn’t completely embrace what Christmas is all about.  The gospel of John says 

that Jesus was the true light, that gives light to every man and that light was 

coming into the world.  I hope that you will join us during this Christmas season 

and invite others, as we look at Jesus “The Light of the World.” 
 

November  27 The Light Shines 

December    4 The Light in the Darkness 

December  18 The Light Misunderstood 

December  25 The Light Overcomes 
 

Wishing you and your family a blessed Christmas, 

Pastor Mark 

Dec 4 Christmas Communion  11AM 

 “The Light in the Darkness” 

 

Dec 11 Choir Christmas Concert  11AM 

 “The Arrival” 

 

Dec 18 Christmas Music Night  6PM 

 A night of singing by our members 

Dec 24 Christmas Eve Service  6PM 

 Candlelight service 

 

Dec 25 Christmas Day Service  11AM 

 He is the reason  

 

Have a Blessed Christmas! 

Join us in December for Christmas at Bethany 

December Memory Verse 
 

The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. John 1:5 
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Sunday 

 9:45am Connection Bible Classes 

  for All Ages Nursery through Adults 

 11:00am Worship Service 

  Childcare & Kidz Konnection  

  Nursery -6th grades 

 6:00pm Worship Service 

  CrossRoads (18-29 year olds) 

Monday 

 7:00pm Celebrate Recovery 

Tuesday 

 1:00pm Quilting Time 

Wednesday 

 7:00pm Bible Study & Prayer Service, Youth Groups, 

  Moms Connect 

Thursday 

 7:00pm Choir Practice 

Saturday 

 8:00am Men’s Bible Study 

Winter Weekly Schedule 

ACTIVITIES @ BETHANY 

Thanksgiving Food Drive 
Thank you! 

This year Bethany helped 19 families with food for Thanksgiving. Your 

support & assistance in helping these families during the holidays is greatly 

appreciated. We thank all who donated cash, food and Meijer who donated 

some gift cards. The Deacons and leaders could not do this without you.  

Ladies Auction 2016 Update 
The ladies had a wonderful, fun filled night, with our own Sheryl 

MacPhee humorously auctioning off beautiful items and baskets of items 

donated by the Bethany family. All proceeds from the evening went to 

Samaritan’s Purse, Operation 

Christmas Child.  The Women’s 

Ministry raised over $2,000 during the 

event and we’re excited to be able to share the love of Jesus with 

children around the world through Operation Christmas Child.  

Thank you to the Women’s Ministry for coordinating this wonderful 

evening to benefit Samaritan’s Purse.  

Connection Classes 
Sunday 9:45 am 
 

Every Sunday we have several ways to learn from God’s Word. Classes 

are led by teachers committed to God’s Word and a desire to grow in 

His Love by serving Him through teaching & leading others. Bethany has 

classes for all ages including childcare for children from birth to 

Kindergarten; while parents are attending class.  

If you have a desire to learn more 

about God’s Word perhaps joining a 

class will assist you in this part of 

your journey. You can stop by the 

Welcome Center for class topics and 

location or see Kathy Tucker to find 

a class that will suit. 
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Souled Out On Wednesday Nights 

Wednesdays @ 7pm 

There is no other place that JR HI and SR HI students should be every Wednesday night 

because that’s when Souled Out is happening! JR HI meets in the teen room while the SR 

HI gather up in the Fireside Room. Each week is another opportunity to build 

relationships with each other and with the God who not only 

made us, but loves us so much! It is a place for friends to come 

and explore what life can be like when we live it Jesus’ way. 

Each night can have some crazy games, food, and a time where 

we try to put together the pieces of our lives (the things we 

wonder about, struggle with, and need to learn more about) and 

bring them before the God who is writing our story each and 

every day. Don’t miss a single week! 

JR/SR HI Souled Out Christmas Party 

December 14 @ 7pm 

Hey all JR & SR HI students … Christmas is coming!! That 

means Souled Out will be celebrating by throwing a party in each group! There will be some games, food, even a 

prize or two, and a few surprises! 

SR HI will be doing a white elephant gift exchange. What’s a white elephant gift, you ask? It is something that you 

already have (or that you purchase) that someone else could use all wrapped up and ready to give out. During the 

party, each person gets to pick one of these mysterious gifts and goes home with whatever they open ... unless 

someone steals it from you. Of course, then you’ll get to open another gift or steal from someone else. It’s always a 

fun night so make sure you don’t miss it! If you have any questions, please see Pastor Mike. 

SR HI New Year’s Eve All DAYER 

December 31 @ 2pm 

That’s right … the SR HI will not be staying up all night this year because New Year’s Eve is on a Saturday. Since 

church is the next day, we will be starting our celebration at 2pm on Saturday December 31 and ending at 

12:30am after the ball drops. It’s going to be a great time! All you can eat pizza, pop, snacks, Mike’s messy games 

(think old school Nickelodeon but without the big budget), Capture the Flag, an offsite activity, a big screen movie, 

and much more--all to bring in the New Year in style. You don’t want to miss this! Cost is just $12. Turn money in to 

Robyn Miller to get on the list. Deadline is Wednesday, December 28. 

Camp Barakel Winter Retreat 

February 3-5, 2017  

Our JR & SR HI students are headed to Camp Barakel on February 3-5 for our annual winter retreat. Think broom 

hockey, tubing (with a tow rope!), great food, ice skating, cross country skiing, all you can drink hot chocolate, and 

so much more! Get your $40 non-refundable deposit to Robyn Miller no later than Jan. 29 with the remaining 

money due by Feb. 1. Flyers will be available at the Information counter or online (check the church webpage or on 

the Souled Out Facebook page ... see below). See Pastor Mike if you have any questions as well. 

Winter Jam 2017 

February 11, 2017  @ 2-11pm 

It’s like an entire Christian music festival packed into one evening and all for $10! This year’s tour features a 

great lineup of Christian artists like David Crowder, Britt Nicole, Tenth Avenue North, Thousand Foot Krutch, Colton 

Dixon, and several others. This event is for all JR & SR HI students. All you have to do is sign up with Robyn Miller 

no later than Feb. 8, bring $10 the day off the event along with a signed permission slip, show up at church at 2pm 

and have your parents pick you up at 11pm back at church. It’s just that easy! 

Souled Out Online 

If you are looking for information about Souled Out and the events that we are doing, you’ve got two great 

sources: Facebook and the church’s website. While there may be several down sides to Facebook, one of the good 

things about it is that it allows us to quickly get detailed information out to everyone about upcoming events. That 

same information will always be placed on our church website as well for those of you who do not have Facebook 

accounts. The Facebook address is www.facebook.com/SouledOutBBC and the website address is 

connect2bethany.org/#/connectbethany/teens. We also have an Instagram page. Just search for “souledout4.6” 

to find it. 

YOUTH NEWS  
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December Birthdays 
  
 2 Tony Rodriguez 

 3 Ty Voigt  

 4 Gregory Quay 

 5 Linda Mick, Annie Vander Veen 

 8 Tim Cole 

10 Rose Marie Adamy 

11 Grant Arbitter, Jenifer Reed 

12 Anne Mayer, Jonathan Mayer, 

Tara Sumner 

14 Janice Campbell, Ann Carolan 

15 Betty McIntyre 

16 Christiani Levos 

18 Rebecca Gascho, Kathy Walker 

19 Kendra Gosk, Erica Hewitt, Mark Levos, Sr 

22 Holly Rodgers, Frank Rude 

23 Dolly Owens 

25 Carl Bulak, Gerald Hewitt II, Katelyn Hewitt 

28 Bob Early, Bob Washburn 

29 Jeff Madak 

30 Shirley Howery, Sue Maracle 

31 Amanda Bishop, Dick Winter 

December Anniversaries 
  
 4 Ralph & Betty McIntyre 1948 

 9 Scott & Nicole Agbay 1989 

23 Sigi & Shirley Bossner 1961 

26 Jim & Erma Smith 1959 

Upcoming Events 

Color Code 

Missionary         Child of Missionary        Shut-In 
To ensure those whose names are color-coded receive their cards, please use the postal service. 

HAPPENINGS @ BETHANY 

January 2017 

  1  Communion AM 

  4 Mens Luncheon 

  8 Donut Sunday  

12 Single Seniors Luncheon 

18 PrimeTimers Luncheon 

Kids Choir - SAVE the DATE 

April 9, 2017 
Inviting all kids 

in grades K-7th to 

join us as we 

prepare for the 

Kids Musical “Star 

Quest.”  

Weekly 

rehearsals will 

begin on Wednesday, January 

11th, from 6-6:50pm.  We will 

meet in the room behind the 

balcony. For more information see 

Erin Madak or Robyn Miller. 

February 2017 

  1 Mens Luncheon 

3-5 Teen Camp Barakel 

  5  Communion AM 

  9 Single Seniors Luncheon 

12 Donut Sunday 

March 2017 

  1 Mens Luncheon 

  5  Communion AM 

  9 Single Seniors Luncheon 

12 Donut Sunday 

Bethany has mailboxes for our church family located in 

the lobby near the front doors. This is a great way to give 

birthday & holiday cards. Make sure you check your 

mailbox weekly. If you are a regular attender and would 

like a mailbox, please contact the church office. Names 

listed above that are color coded do not have a Bethany 

mailbox so any cards or correspondence to them will 

need to be mailed directly.  Current Directories are now 

available, ask the office for a copy. These are not to be 

used for political or sales purposes. 

 Thank you & Merry Christmas 
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   Missionary of the week, December 2016 
 

Dec   4  Joshua Javery - returned to Opole, Poland on Friday, November 26, 
where he works with a church plant. This young church needs to acquire 
it’s own building. Joshua asks prayer for safety and for his readjustment in 
Poland. Two weeks after his arrival he is scheduled to take on the ministry 
of his fellow missionary who goes on leave for one year beginning 
December 15. 

 

Dec 11  Don & Evelyn Waller-Genheimer - are retired in Bradenton, Florida. 
Evelyn was recently hospitalized and in rehab for several weeks. Pray for 
ongoing health problems for both of them. Don and Evelyn keep busy 
ministering to neighbors however and whenever they can.  

 

Dec 18  Alex & Megan Mercado – are nearing their departure time to Nairobi, 
Kenya. Alex will be developing computer software to expedite Bible 
translations, shortening the process by years. Megan will be teaching 
reading to teachers and others who have only recently had their language 
in written form. 

 

Dec 25  Ondrej & Milina Franka - work in their native country of Serbia. 
Ondrej has many responsibilities, but his main concern is the training of 
pastors and Christian leaders at the Baptist Theological School, and 
continuing the development of the school. The Frankas have two grown 
daughters, Maggie and Andrea who both live in the United States. 

SPOTLIGHT ON MISSIONS 

Bethany’s Mission Team Goal 

… to equip and enable members and friends of Bethany to be personally involved in obeying the Great Commission 

… to provide a support system for our missions families who are following the Lord in reaching out into the world.  

Operation Christmas Child 
 The Mission Team would like to thank our Bethany family and friends for 

making our 'Operation Christmas Child' shoebox project a tremendous success. 

On Monday, November 14th, we delivered 336 Christmas Shoeboxes to the 

local collection center for transporting to ‘Samaritan's Purse.’ 

After our initial kick-off in July, many people brought in toys, school supplies, 

personal hygiene items, and other great things to be used to brighten the lives of children. In September 

many people took home boxes to fill as an individual or family project. In November the PrimeTimers 

helped to make and prepare items, our Youth ministries made special projects, and our Women's ministry 

donated the proceeds from the Ladies Auction 

to be used for the shipping cost. Then many of 

you came to our Pizza Packing Party where 

over 200 shoeboxes were lovingly filled. Our 

shoeboxes all received special shipping labels 

so that we can track them to see where God 

ends up sending them. 

 The main ingredient used in making this 

project a success was YOU. Thank you for 

helping to make an impact on children around 

the world. 
www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child 
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Bethany Travel Mugs 
A Bethany travel mug makes 

a great gift for any occasion and 

is also a terrific way to start a 

conversation about your church 

and your faith. Mugs are 

available for purchase in the 

Library for $5.00 

HAPPENINGS 

PrimeTimers 
Wednesday, December 14th, 12-3pm 

PrimeTimers Annual Christmas Luncheon is at Avante’, so dust off or air out your 

favorite 'Ugly Christmas Sweater.' and join us for an afternoon of great fun, food, 

and fellowship as we celebrate this wonderful time of the year. “I don't have an 

ugly Christmas sweater," you say, then feel free to dig up an old sweater and embellish it just for this 

occasion. Who knows, you may even win a prize for the 'Ugly Sweater' contest. There will be games and 

surprises shared during our afternoon together. Sign up at the Welcome Center, $20 covers everything. 

Youth Programs Outreach 
December 10th, 1-4pm 

This Christmas season the youth in K-6th grades will be visiting & singing 

for local nursing homes. Both GEMS girls and Trail Life boys will be a sharing 

this experience, teaching them that giving of yourself and your time is 

important. 

Ministry to the elderly is something to get excited about! The kids will see that some 

residents are lonely and hungry for affection. Their family members and friends may 

be deceased or living miles away; many have no one to spend time with them. Many 

have lived through the Depression, wars, and farm life—they’ve seen and done things 

that kids today will never experience. Some life lessons too can be learned. 

Celebrate Recovery 
Volunteers need 

This is a 12-step Biblical Program that meets every 

Monday at 7pm at Bethany. Celebrate Recovery is a Christ-

centered ministry designed to help people dealing with life's 

hurts, habits and hang-ups caused by drug, alcohol and 

sexual addictions, as well as anger, co-dependency & 

enabling adult children who are chemically addicted. It 

provides a safe place for anonymity and confidentiality.  What 

is shared in the group stays in the group. For more info 

contact Brian or visit www.celebraterecovery.com 

Celebrate Recovery is in need of several church members to volunteer. Specifically to open and close 

the church during the winter months from 6:00 pm to 9:30 pm.  If you are interested, contact Brian 

Wegner at 484-6500. 

Single Seniors Christmas Luncheon 

Thursday, December 8th, 12:30pm 
Single Seniors, those 55 and 

over, are invited to Ms Mary’s & 

Pete Too on Gratiot Ave, south of 15 

Mile Rd. Please bring a $5 edible 

gift to exchange. Sign up at the 

Welcome Center. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

7pm 
Celebrate Recovery  
Youth Committee 

Meeting 

7pm 
Celebrate Recovery 

11am 
PrimeTimers Christmas 

Luncheon 
7pm 

Bible Study & Prayer, 
Wednesday Programs 

12pm 
Single Seniors 

Luncheon 
 

7pm 
Choir Practice 

MONTHLY CALENDAR 

Christmas  
11am - Worship Service 

7pm 
Celebrate Recovery 

Missions Team 
Meeting  

1pm 

Quilting Time 
9am - Donut Sunday 
9:45am - Connection 
 Classes 
11am - Choir Concert 
6pm - Evening Service 
 CrossRoads 

9:45am -Connection   
 Classes 
11am Worship Service 
6pm - Music Night 
 CrossRoads 

Every Monday 

1pm 

Quilting Time 

7pm 
Celebrate Recovery 

Trustee Meeting 

8:00am 
Men’s Bible Study 

 
1:30pm 

GEMS Extreme Event 

1pm 

Quilting Time 

8:00am 
Men’s Bible Study 

 
1-4pm  

GEMS & TrailLife 
Nursing Home Visit  

7pm 
Choir Practice  

6:00pm  
Christmas Eve 

Service 

7pm 
Choir Practice 

9:45am Connection 
Classes 

11am Worship Service/
Communion 

4pm CE Meeting 
6pm - Evening Service/ 
 CrossRoads 

7pm 
Bible Study & Prayer, 
Wednesday Programs 

8:00am  
Men’s Bible Study 

7pm 
Bible Study & Prayer 

Meeting 

1pm 

Quilting Time 

7pm 
Bible Study & Prayer 

Meeting 

7pm 
Deacons Meeting  

Church Office Closed 
2:00pm  

Souled Out  
SR HI All-Day Event 


